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Con fiderations upon my Heas: 
to preſent to you, ſignifying how that an Uniformity in Matters e 
. Worſhip cold not be in any or meſt of the Ages of the World, 
gained and maintained, effected er eſtabliſhed, and how that the Nation: 
ef the Earth have been upon Heaps abent it; and in meſt Ages the beſt 
Sort of Men have been Sufferers in Things appertaining to Cenſcience, 
bicanſe their Number hath been in ell (or moſt Agts ) but ſmill in Com- 
pariſon of the vain Multitude; and my Deſign here 1s, to ihm er fine 
ro you, that in moſt, or all Agcs, there have been Diviſions the Earth a- 
bout Religion frem the very firſt ro this Day, and ihi Thing call. d Uniter- 
mity, that Rulers of Nations kave been ſtriving abcut for ſome Hundredi, 
r 44 I may ſay, ſome Theuſands of Years, is un (Fected to this preſent Day, 
notwithſtanding as much Force and Violence hath been uſed, as will as yeu cr 


ax; People elſe can deviſe er invent to make Uſe of ror fect this Mor: $9 


I deſire you may fer the Nations Goed conſider of theſe Things; for this be 
aſſured of, I wrue not theſe Things unto yen becauſe we faint in Suffering, 
or grow weary of what we have taken in Hand by the conſtraining Lower of 
eur Gcd, whoſe Preſence is better to ws then Life it ſelf ; but Iaſſuredly knew, 
there are many hundreds had rather part with Life it ſelf, and all they have, 
then faint or grow weary in ſuffering for Chriſt's ſake, io hath becn ſogud 
and faithful a God unto them in the midſt of many deep Si ferings; and I am 
ſatisfied, he that hath kept us hitherto will keep us to the End, whatcuer 'we 
endurefor his Names ſake ;, for we have learned to forgive our Entmics,aud 


do Good to them that do Evil tow, and therefore do di ſire your Sculi Geed a 


eur o, knowing that our God hath called to you by the Spirit of his Son Chriſt, 
in your Conſciences, that he might deliver your Souli from Hell, and from 
the Berrible Pit, if you will but leaty of him, and hcarken to the Cell of 


Chriſti che true Light, Joh. 1.9. And ſo to him that ſcarche th the Heart, and 
tries the Reins, and ſecs every ſecret Thought, and is as a fhinin; Ligbe in 
Jour Hearts, many a Time, to give you to diſcern betwixt that which is cred 


ard evily, do I revcemmend what here I haus written, 
of. , 3 
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IJ Aving viewed many Laws by you made about Matters of Religion 

A and g orſhiy, and allo having caſt my Eye backward into the Ages 
paſt, I do find that many Endeavours have been on Foot, and many 
Laws made by divers and ſundry Rulers of Nations and People, both Ec. 
cl ſiaſtical and Temporal ſo call'd,to force Men to an Vniformity in Matters 
oĩ Religion and Worſhip, for many hundreds of Years paſt and gone; 
and the Nations, and ſeveral of the Proſeſſors of the divers Sorts of Wor- 
ſhippers have been over and over again invelv'd in Blood and War, through 
Ages and Generations, that it would mate ones Heart bleed within kim, 
to conſider the Crrelty, Murther and Bloodſhed that hath enſued in the 


Nations upon thoſe Accounts; one while one Sort of Religion upermoſt, 


and then another; and he that hath got upermoſt for the moſt Part bath 
been endeavouring to force all to his Opinion or Perſwaſion by Crrelty 
ani Opprcſſion, that truly to write to you upon this Subject, I could ra- 
ther ipend myTime in weeping and mourning for what hath hapen's in the 
Earth (and Kclig ien hath been moſtly the Pretence) then d p my Pen in 
ſuch a Tragedy of bl ody Actions and un- chriſtian like Doinrs : And this 
Evil Spirit tat hath entered the World, the Devil, the oid Adverſary of 
Man's Happineſs hath been as a Myſtery of Iniquity working in the World, 
and putting People anc Nations upon, to deſtroy one another, and the Pro- 
perties and Rig hes of one another, and break the Holy Law of God, which 
ſ1ith, Do as thou wor:!djt be done by from the Dayes of Perſecuting Cain and 
Righteous Abel to this our Day and Time ;, for Cain ke deſtroyed his Bro- 
ther Abel, the ſecond Birth, becauſe he was found differing in Worſhip, and 
in that in which he was accepted of God, and Cain was not, and there- 
fore Cain was wroth, and ſew his Righteous Brother Abel, though there 
was a Time hen God would have had him to have done well, and ſaid, 
G If then dojb weil, ſhali thou not be accepted? but if thou di ſt 
en. 4. 7. Evil, Sinlycs et thy Door; and God ſaid unto him, hy 
art thou wroth? why is thy Cir te ante fall:n? fol deſire, ccnfider God's 
Love and Patience to Cain: but Cain inſtead of doing well, broke God's 
Holy Law, and did not 4» as he mould have been done by, and at the Inſti- 
gation of the Devil, ſlew his Brother, for which you may read Ccd's Crrſe 
came upon him. And in thoſe Ages of the World, bot good Men and bad 


Men were found Worſhippers of a God, but it was moſtly the good Men 


that ſuffered by bad Men, and the Righteous Worſhipper by the Unrigh- 
teous ; and how had all Fleſh corrupted its Waycs in the Dayes of Righteous 
Noah, who was a Preacher of Riv hreonſncſs, not only in Fords, but Life 
and Converſation ;, and their Violence and Wickedgels was ſo great, th: 

God ſaid, It rep:nted {im that be had mad? Man? And after 
Sen. 6. 6. tnoſe Dayes, there was Righteous: Abralar, Let ard Melt hi- 
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the very Family of Iſaac, there was Eſau, a vain Man, hot 


zedech, Worſhippers of the molt High God; but there was the Curſed 
Stock of Ham in thoſe Dayes, that walked in his Evil Wayes, like the 
Sodomites.that evilly intreated Righteous Lot and the two Angels of God, 
though the Lord ſaid to Abraham, he would not have deſtroy d it if there 
had been found in her but Tex Rig hteous Perſons : And in Gen. 18. 32 


accepted of God, though once the Birth. rig ht was in him; but Jacob was 
an honeſt, ſober, plain man, and therefore God accepted of him and bleſt 
him: And what Laws were made, or how did the Kings of Iſrael labour 
to force thoſe that diſſented from them, is plainly maniſeſt in the Books of 
their Chronicles, Kings and Prophets; but it was moſtly the Holy Men 
and Prephers that ſuffer d; for they durſt not deny their God, and joyn with 
the falſe Worſhips of their Nation, but were fo Conſcientious, that they 


ventured Life and all; fo that the Prophet Elijah complained in his Day, 


That they had thrown down G od's Alrars, and ſlain his 
Children or Prophets, and he only was eſcaped, fo that 
grie vous Perſecution was in the World in thoſe Dayes about Religion, and 
when the Afſyrians beſieged Samaria, how did the then King of 1/rae/ 
Threaten to take off the Head of the y_ Prophet Eliſha, he was ſo blind 
that he thought the Prephet was Occalion of this Evil that hapen'd to them, 
v hen it was their own #:ckedneſs and Perferuring Evil Spirits that broke 
God's Holy Law, anddid not do as they would have been done by : but I 
ſhall ſum up the Subſtance of all their Wickednels, in Evilly entreat ina 
God's Meſſengers and Prophets, with the Saying of Chriſt Jefus, ſaying, He - 
had ſent untothem Prophets and iſe Men, ſome of them they had flain, and 

crucifi: a, and S ene in their Synagogues, and perſecuted them from City 
to City, that upon yeu may come «ll th: Righteous Blocd fl ed 2 

pen the Earth, from the Blocd of Rightcous Abel to Za. 3.333. 
3 the Son of Barachias, whom you ſlew bet wirt the Temple and the 


1 Kings 19. 10. 


. Altar Hou had theſe Children or People of 1/-ae! been blinded with a 


Spirit of Perſecution? for ſure, if ever they had conſidered with themſelves, 
that they did not ds as they would be done by, that is to ſay, giving the lame 
Liberties that they would have had others to have given to them, if tle 
otter had gotten up into Autherity over them, then one would not have 
per ecuted and killed another: And how were thoſe blind Jews carrycd 
on with a blind perſecr ting Zeal, gars hing the Scpu'chres of the Prophets 
whom th-:ir Fathers fle, and makzng long Prayers, and walking in long 
Robes, ard making citan the Outſide of the Cap, the; h the Inſide be full of 
Ratrwnſs:, and all this Miichief was done to God's Servants under a fer- 


#* 0 
mal ur 4.144 cl ly a ref g Sort of People in tłoſe Ages, who were 


fo bli. cd by ti: c wicked Spirit, that from 5c to this Day hutries 
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| People on in a blind Zeal, every Man for his own Way, in ſuch a Fierce- p 
| - neſs, that one Sort of People hath been making War upon another, per. ] 
| ſecuting and killing one another about Religion; fo that in moſt Ages God I 
$ hath had but a very ſmall Remnant that hath kept the Righteous Law of f 
} God, and done as they would anothsr ſnould do 10 them,and loved their Neigh- 
bours as themſelves. And the Devil, the old Enemy of Mankind, which t 
blinded Cai, and then made him ſlay bis Righteous Brother, hath from 0 
Age to Age transformed himſelf into moſt Sects and 8 of People, t 
and under Petence of Zeal for Religion, when he hath blinded their Eyes \ 
with Conceit of the Righteouſneſs of their own Wayes, hath put them on 4 
in an Eager Zeal, or for ſome Out wa d Intcreſt or other that he hath ſug- t. 
geſted into their Hearts, to force all Men to their H ay, or to an Unifo; = 0 
nity of Worſhip, though to the utter Ruin of the Lives, Eſtates, Preper- t 
tics and Rights of Hundreds and many Thouſands in tbe Ages gone; and r 
this evil Spirit hath with theſe Coverings been at work, both amongſt 7:w- 7 
and Centiles, and one might fil a large Yolumn with the bloody Tr. gedics of 1 
this Evil One: I need not inſtance the Plurality of the Heathen Gcds, b 
and the _— amongſt them, and the kiiling of one another about the v 
ſetting up of their Idol mor ſhits ame ngſt them, here being too much of e 
this Nature done amongſt the dark Worſhippers (as they pretend) of Y 
the true God, who have only got the outfide Form, bus want the Power, tc 
and have many of them (as had the Fews, as Paulſaid) a Zral, but want v 
the true Underſtanding and godly Charity, which leads to do as one would v 
another ſhould do to him, and love their Ne ighbours as themſclves, and en- 0 
ceavour the Preſervation of one another, both in Life, Eſtate, Rights at 
and Property, : ti 
| And truly, whilft the State of the World ſtands as it doth, we Cannot 0 
| expect but there will be Dzwv:ſion, as al + ayes there ha h been fince Tranſ- of 
greſſion entered both falſe Worſhippers of divers Sorts ; and true Wor— T 
«hippers; and the truly godly and ſober Men are but a very imall Number, ar 
as Chriſt ſaid, Sc rait is the Gate that leads to Life, and fi w there be that en- le 
| ders therein: And many Diviſions there were after theApoſtles Time, and to 
{ome in their Dayes; M Brethren, faith he, Tou have heard that Anti- Se 
chriſts will come, nay, ſaith he, they are even come already; and Chriſt 7. 
faith, They will come in Sherps Cloathing, but they ſhall be kon by their A 
Fruit, inwardly Ravenin? Wolves, ſecking their Gain from their Quar. in 
2 Ich. 4. 1. , an John ſaid, They were gone forth into the World in be 
7. 1. bis Day, and ſo their Works do manifeſt them : They are B. 
Breakers of Chriſt's Royal Law, which ſaith, Love thy Nen kbour as thy At 
3%; and they are inwardly ?avening Wolves, whoſe Bellv is their God, N 
who ſeek their Gain from their Quarters, aud like to the falſe rs - th 
| 0 


| (5) 
of old, and formal Profeſſors of wel cpu on Kings & Rulers to deſtroy” 
Men in Life, Eſtate and Property, who will not, and alſo thoſe who dare 
not for Conſcience fake joyn with their dead Forms, whatever they ſuffer 
for refuſing, 

And I deſire you, confider what Laws can either you or any Men make 
that have not been made; look but through the Hſtory of Times in Jraly, 
Cermany, France, Englas d, Scotland & Ireland, &c, and the ſaid Effects of 
thoſe Laws, moſtly pretending to force People to an Uniformity of 
Worſhip, and all hath been in vain: I defire you, conſider F.Fox's Acts 
and Monuments, and the T7acical Hiſicry of thoſe Ages within theſe ſix- 
teen hundred Years; ow violently did the Ron 41.5 endeavour to cruſh 
down the ſpreading of the Goſpel, that he ſaith in is Eprſtle Dedicatory 
to Q. Elizabeth, that when the A cerds were ſearched, there was marty- 
red for every Hay in the Year, within the Comipa's of thoſe ten bloody Per- 
ſecutions fifry THO! SAND Perſons, Ou Day only excepted; and the 
more they ſtrove with their Cruelty to force Mens Conſciences, and to 
bring Men to one Form as it were, or to their h, the wider and 
wider was the Breach, and they were never able to effect what they inten- 
ced. And great D:viſion there was in thoſe Ages for the firſt fix hundred 
Years, that it would be too tedious to mention them; for | deſire rather 
to refer you to Exſebius and the Grecian Writers of thoſe Times, how one 
while the Biſhop of Co: fantinople ſtrove for Svperiority , and another 
while the Biſhop of Rome, though there was for the moſt Part the Biſhops 
of Feruſalem, Antiec h, Alexandria and Rome, ſtriving one againſt another; 
and as ra and Ap»ſtacy got in, the Strife grew greater and greater, 
till at laſt, fix hundred Years being expired, the Biſhop of Xome uſurpt 
over ali the reſt with his Tyranny, and brought the Kings and Emperours 
of the Earth in h- ct ion to him, as doth appear by the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times: And when he had al. the Power he could defire, to make Laws, 
and force Men's Corſ iences to an VUnrformity of Worſhip, and the Ru- 
lers of thoſe Nations to be at his, and his Cardinals and T. ſbeps Becks, 
to put in Execution what they pleaſed, How many then ſuffered divers 
Sorts of Cruel Torm-nts with Fire and Fa got, Racking, Impriſening and 
Torturmg, as witnes the Teſtimonies given by F. Fox in his afore aid 
Att: & Monument as the Wal :enſes,Fob? Wicklff and his Followers here 
in England; and the Laws that were made againſt them are yet extant to 
be ſeen, and the Cruelty exerciſed i pon thoſe Godly Men at a Place called 


 Bangar near Wales, and tho! gh they burned them,cor fiſcared their Eſtates: 


And for all tnev vſed all tle Cruelty Imaginable to iuppreſs thoſe godl 
Men that followed ohn Wick/iff here in Ene laud they never could effi 


their Will; God preſerved the honeſt-hearted, though they made many 


Hypocrites; 
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Hy pocrites; but the more they ſtrove, the wider and wider grew the 
Breach, and the L. ord proſpered the Upright in Heart, though many of 
them went through the Flames of Fire, yet their faithful Sufftrinas reach- 
ed God's Witneſs in Peoples Hearts, who hated and abhorred thoſe 
Nealings, and the Papiſts they made themſelves ſtincł in the Noſtrils of 
| the Com vonality, rntil their Faithfulneſs had reached thoſe that after 
| came into Authority, and the Romiſh Faction was abhorred, and had loft 
| their Intereſt in the Common People alſo, and ſo the other came over their 
| Heads; and after the fame Manner came it to pats in Bohemia, and Cer- 
many, and Scotland, and divers other Countries, by their ſo vehemertly 
friving for an Dniformity, they made themſelves every where almoſt ri- 
diculous, and ſo loſt all; and to relate the many and divers Sorts of Cruel 
Laws that were made to effect this, would be too tedious at this Time: 
And the moſt miſerable ſuffering State of the poor oppreſſed conſciencious 
'Peop:e, how they were Racked, Torn, Burned, and Whipped, and Star- 
ved in naſty Priſons, d:ſtroyed in Life, Property, Rights, Privilcdges and 
Eftit.s, would alſo require a large Volumn to give you the Heads there- 
of; and what hath it all tended to, but to the provoaking God's Wrath, 
| and teavy Indi nation upon the Heads of the Oppreſſors, who were blin- 
ded wit) Blind Zeal, and aticd to do the Drxdzery and Service of the 
| Devil, who ſeeks to ſet one Neighborr againſt another, and kindle Strife 
and Hatred one againſt anotker with his man:fold Devices? 
| And truly, within the Remembrance of our Time, and in the Dayes 
of our Fathers,what ſtrange Ruptures have hapen'd in the Land of our Na- 
1#9ity, and the chief Ground ſprung from the Oppreſſions of Mens Con- 
ſcience 5 each People, as they grew up into Authority, endeavour'd to 
ſet vp their own and Form of Worſh.p, and force others, and then thoſe 
that were oppreſt, bonded together to /zpplant the other, and all or moſt- 
ly under Rcl12roms Pretenices, Oh the moſt D. eadful Blo:djſhids that have 
hapen'd, Brother againſt Brother, and nigh Kinſman atainſt Ki. mar, 
and Ne eur azainff Neighbour | And all hath hapen'd and come to pa's 
by Mens Minds being alienated from the Spirit of God which ſhines in 
tneir own Hearts, reproving them for their Evil Thoughts and Needs, 
u hich if it were bit learned, and Men guided by it, it would lead Men to 
do as they would be gone by, and ſeek their Ncighbours and Country Good 
as their own, giving to every Man as he f imſelf would have h mielf the 
Free Lib ert) af his Conſcience, that ſo one Neighbour mig ht Lve quictly 
by another. P 
And truly, I might have inſtanced many Particula's more to you, he 
4:ſt-uErve to Nation and People, Trades and Imploy ments, thoſe Act: m 
and V-dertakzrs have proved, of ſecking t ſors: an Umſorm.ty in Matte 
0. 
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| $4 As 1 
of Religion and i hip; but being e in my ſelf, that if it plea® 
God, you come but to a ſcrious Cos ſideration of thoſe Things, and caſt 
your Eye backwards into the ancient 4ges of the World, to fee what evil 
Conſequences thoſe perſccuting Actions have produced, you will be with 

us convinced-in your Hearts, that it is not a right Spirit that leads Men thus 
ev. I to do to their Neighbours, to deſtroy them in Life, Liberty, Pro- 
perty or Eſtate; and that they are the Miniſters of Anti- chriſt wo thus 
would, and all along have put on the Magiſtrates to oppreſs and deſtroy 
their free-born Country- An, in Life, Liberty, Prope: ty or Eſtates, and 
all for Matters cf Ceſcience-ſakr, thor gh many of them are, and have 
been, honeſt, ſober, temperate and godi) Livers inthe midſt of their Neigh- 
bours in this the Land of their Nativit).; ſurely, they have never conſi- 
dered what Chriſt ſaid to his Apaſtles, when the Tares were grown up a- 
mongſt the Wheat, ſaid they, hall we pill ont the J ares from amons ſt the 
Wheat ? and he faid, Nay, /«t theren ith your pull up the Wheat alſo : So that 
if you will keep thole Laws in Force that oppreſs us for our Conſciences, 
I will aſſure you, you will ſooner, and aſſuredly hurt thoſe that are koneft, | 
gedly, ſober, and cor ſcient ons, and dare not ſor the very Hely Fcar and Re- 
verence they bear in their Hearts to God, do that which may grieve his 
good Spirit, then thoſe that are l, H pecriticalPiſſeiblers both with God 
and Men; for thoſe will turn every Way to ſave themſelves, and you will 
never get hold of them, do what you can: But if you do by your Laus de- 
ſtroy thoſe ſober, godly, temperate and conſcientious Men, that live in the 
midſt of your Land in Life, Perſon, Eflates or Preperty, as many hundreds 
have been, to the utter Ruin of them and their Families, within thele twelve 
years, | am ſati:ficd, it will provoak God's j dgments vpon this cur Land 
yet more & more: Surely, many of you ſometimes cannot but be in a Sence 
of the mioſt abominable Wickedneſſes that abe und in this Land, and you 
may remember, that if there had been but ten Regbreo Perſons in Sedon, 
God had not deſtroyed them, that wicked Generation had been delivered 
from the Plagues and heavy Wrath o God for their ſakes; but there were 
not, and therefore were they deſtroyed; ard the Lord doth often defer 
his Jadgments from a Nation, Kindred or People, for the fake of thoſe ti at 
live /oberiy, godly and honeſtly in this preſent evil World: Ard this 1 
deſire you to obſerve, that in ail, or moit a ges, great have been the Ge- 
rnces amongſt Men, Nations and People about Rcl:; 5 2, and many beth 
before CH riſt and ſince, bave been perſ-.uting an! preſſing to ſorce men 
to an Dtv through divers Ages, to that their H. which then 
they had eſtabliſh d that was vprermolt, and in vain have men endeavor: 
red herein; for the D: iſſons are as many, and the Re as great as ever: 
In] do but conſider, how can you exprGi to eſſect hit ut ich through 
all the e Ages and Generations 1» unefiefted yer, notwithſtanding all the 
violent 
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3 Prien Endeavours, Mt hitherto have been projected and put in Practice. 


And my Souls Deſire is, that you might conſider how many formerly 
haye been and ach like to be ruin d in Liberty, Property & Eſtes, if you 
Continue thoſe Laws in force: Ae not the very Worſt ſort of Livers turn'd 
looſe upon us? and have they not the Juſtices of Peace at command to 
take away our Effates inthe fight of tte Sun; or forfeit a hundred Pound, 
nay, notwithſtanding we have a Hine for us, both in your Conſciences, 
and the People of the Nation, that Ve are moſt of us Men of Honeſt, Sober 
and Temperate Lives amono ſt cur Næig hbours inthe places where we live? 
And for your Good do I deſire you would conſider it, leſt in the Hour 
of Death you may have Cauſe to Aourx without Hope for it. 
And truly, Friends & Countrymen, God knows my Heagt, Ideſſte your 
Souls real Good, as my own, and that not one of you may feuch the Lord's 
.Anointed, or do bis Prophets any Harm; for he takes it as done to himſelf, 
as you may read in Mat. 25, Though I am ſatisfied, there are many of 


you, that do not deſire to have a hand in hurting thoſe you ſes live honeflly - 


and ſoberly, and therefore from a true and real Love to your Souls was 
I drawn by the Lord, to ſignific theſe things to you, deſiring that you may 
mind his gcod Spirit, that waits, and long hath waitcd to ſhew Mercy on you 
and ſhews and manifeſts what is Good, and what uu Evil; axd leads to Do a 
ou and we weuld be done by. 

And in the late little Time of Li erty,freely to exerciſe the Leberty of their. 
Conſci:nces, much quieter hath the Nation been; and more comfortably 
hath one Neighbour lived with another, then when one Neighbour was 
forced at the Information of an I. fer, to ſpoil another in Goods, Pro- 
pertie and Eſtate, diſobliging /z:crcſ? and N indredi, ruinating many ſober 
Tenants,T rad-ſmen and Frec holders. And 1am periwaded, make as ſtrict 
. Laws amongſt you as you pleaſe, we ſhall never grudg you to keep the 
Government in your hands that are 61 chat Perſwaſion, and to conſtrain 
men to live a Godly, Sober «nd Temperate Life as much as may be: For 
that which we deſire is, ond) to paſs quietly through our ſhort Pilgrimage in 
this World, with the free Exerciſe as to matter of 't'erſhip of cu Con ſciencts. 
And ſo what I have * * to you, 8 deſire to recommend to God's 
Holy Spirit, that John, the Baptiſt, and ohn the Apoſtle 

Joh. i. to ver. 1. both 3 Witneſs of, was > True Licht, his ligh- 
reth every mas which com:th ad's rome into the Werld, And, He cams into 
the World, but the Werld received bim net; but to many 4s received him, 
10 19.14 he ave Power to become the So of God, And is that Word of Life, 
lit, 2. 11, and Grace of God, wit 1 ris Salvation, and hath plentifully 
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